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A Message from the Worthy President 

The holidays just flew by us and here we are at the beginning of a new year. Lots of things happening and things we need 
to do. What a great turn out for our Joint Aerie and Auxiliary Anniversary. I want to thank everyone for all their help in 
making this happen. Miss Debbie Hall and her committee team really took care of us. A lot of hard work and preparation 
to make this happen for all of us and what a great evening; the food, the cake, the entertainment! Just great time had by 
all. Thank you is all I can say.  

We have some events coming up: the Auxiliary dinner on the 4th of February. The Ladies Auxiliary dinners have become 
a meal we all look forward to each month. The Heart fund dinner put on by Mr. Ray Taylor on February 11th. This is an 
event that Mr. Ray puts out a special Steak and or Chicken dinner each year which has become one of our meals we all 
love. He is asking for a sign up for the dinner so that he knows how many meals to prepare. The sign signup sheet is behind 
the bar, or you can just call it in, and the bartenders will put you on the list. Hope to see you all there. We also have a 
Super Bowl party on Sunday the 12th. Happy hour prices, fun, and food for all. Feb 19th is The Daytona 500. Great times.  
As always side dishes are welcome on those Sunday events. And not to be forgotten, the Cancer Fund Dinner by Lloyd 
Gorski on the 25th.   Lots to look forward to. 

We also got some work coming up that we will be asking our fellow Eagles to stand up and help us. The State Convention 
coming up on June 22, 23 and 24 - this event will require lots of us to help out to make it come off smoothly. Please, as 
time approaches, stand up and let’s help our Aerie shine during our Eagles convention.    

Keep up with us on the Aerie and Auxiliary newsletters, what a great job Kevin Bowser and Brenda Kearns do keeping us 
informed about what’s going on and when. Thanks so, so much. 

As we work toward another month of events, please keep your brother and sister Eagles on your mind and if there is 
someone out there that needs help, let us know so that we can make it happen. 

Thanks, 

Perry   

 

A Message from the Madam President 

Hello Fellow Eagles, 

…and “Hello February”! Here’s some trivia - February is the only month where it’s possible to go the entire time without 
having a full moon. There’s something about the romance of a moonlit night. As stated by Barscha Nag Bhowmick from 
the Times of India newspaper, “The moon is a loyal companion. It never leaves. It’s always there, watching, steadfast, 
knowing us in our light and dark moments, changing forever just as we do. Every day it’s a different version of itself. 



Sometimes weak and wan, sometimes strong, and full of light. The moon understands what it means to be human. 
Uncertain. Alone. Cratered by imperfections.” 

We might not have the romance from the full moon, but we do have our Heart Fund Dinner on Saturday February 11th 
where you can enjoy a wonderful dinner with your loved one(s), hosted by our Aerie (led by our very own Ray Taylor). 
Before that, don’t forget our Auxiliary Dinner & DJ on the first Saturday of every month! This month’s charity is the Heart 
Fund. Since 1959, Eagles have donated millions of dollars to universities, medical centers and hospitals across the United 
States and Canada through the Heart Fund. Local Aeries and Auxiliaries often sponsor free public CPR classes, blood 
pressure checks and blood sugar screenings administered by licensed instructors to help raise community awareness. 
After sponsoring a CPR class, a local Aerie/Auxiliary can apply to give a grant from the Heart Fund to their local emergency 
response team to purchase life-saving medical equipment. Gotta love the FOE Community! 

Are you ready for some FOOTBALL?! Sunday February 12th starts out with a hearty breakfast prepared by our Aerie 
Delegates. As soon as they clean up, everyone’s getting ready for Super Bowl LVII to watch the game on the big screens!! 
A couple of other events to think about…the State’s Quarterly Conference is February 18th, and February 25th is the 
Aerie’s Cancer Fund Dinner. Check out the online calendar for all the dates and times of these events at 
www.foe3204.com.  

Now that I got you excited about February, let’s highlight the efforts that took place in January. The January Auxiliary 
Dinner & DJ hosted a Lip Sync Battle that rocked the night! Performances had the audience in stitches, and some of the 
proceeds support the Special Olympics. Talk about a win-win! Our 2nd Joint Anniversary Dinner was held which focused 
on traditions, old and new. Thank you to Debbie Hall and the Anniversary Dinner Committee for a memorable evening full 
of fun and laughter! Also, CONGRATS to Mr. & Mrs. Eagle: Brenda Kearns and Tami Itri! This honor, bestowed on you by 
your fellow Eagle Members, is richly earned; we are proud to call you Brother and Sister! 

For those of you who have not heard, I am happy to announce that our new Chairperson for the Auxiliary Sick & Visiting 
Committee is Theresa Hart; she adds this to her role as the Aerie Sick & Visiting Committee Chairperson. She has graciously 
volunteered to lead this caring function within the Ladies Auxiliary. Jean Hall, our chairperson for many years, needs to 
toss the baton to another devoted Lady Eagle. Jean, you will be missed! Thank you both for your loyalty, dedication, and 
especially your time! The Sick & Visiting Leadership Role works closely with the Eagle Eats on Wheels (EEOW) Chairperson, 
which is currently vacant, to ensure that our Eagle Families are thought of and taken care of in their time of need. If you 
are willing to join either of these Committees or Chair EEOW, please contact any of the Auxiliary Officers as soon as 
possible. Thank you, Ladies, for even considering this request! 

Sadly, we did have to say goodbye (for now) to Brother Jim Wynne, a member who spent many years giving 110% of 
himself for our Aerie Home. Soar on Eagles Wings, Jim! 

As our State Madam President Mary Burch always says, “Thank you to all our FOE #3204 Volunteers, the men and women, 
for ALL YOU DO!” 

Fraternally Yours, 

Maria Hunger 
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The answer appears on page eight.  No peeking! 



 

Heartfelt Sympathy to the family of Brother Jim Wynne, United States Navy Veteran who passed 12/21/22. 

The HRCVO website is filled with plenty of information for the public, (www.hrcvo.org). Next meeting Monday, 2/27 at 
7PM VFW Post 392, all are invited to attend.  

VA Benefit Payment Rates Increase 1/1/23: The Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) for VA disability compensation 
benefits programs became effective on December 1, 2022. The 8.7% COLA increase is for the calendar year 2023. 

Vets in Suicidal Crisis can go to any VA or non-VA Health Care Facility for Free. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
has begun allowing any veteran experiencing a suicidal crisis to receive emergency care at no cost from any VA or non-
VA health care facility. Enrollment in the VA system is not required. “Veterans in suicidal crisis can now receive the free, 
world-class emergency health care they deserve — no matter where they need it, when they need it, or whether they’re 
enrolled in VA care,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “This expansion of care will save Veterans’ lives, and there’s 
nothing more important than that.” This benefit includes inpatient or crisis care for up to 30 days, and outpatient care 
for up to 90 days. Veterans also have the option to Dial 988 then Press 1 to connect with the 24/7 crisis assistance 
hotline. The original number for the Veterans Crisis 1-800-273-8255 and press 1, remains available, and individuals can 
make contact via chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net, or by texting 838255.  

Shopping at Your Fingertips: The Defense Commissary Agency made shopping more convenient for veterans with its 
recent launch of the CLICK2GO mobile app for Apple and Android devices. The app allows veterans to place and pay for 
orders, and offers features to streamline your experience, including access to account information and order history. 

The Rocky River Reservation is a woodland park located just outside of Cleveland where visitors will find a statue of a 
small Yorkshire Terrier sitting inside a WWII-era GI helmet. This statue marks the final resting place of Smoky, a combat 
veteran and frequent visitor to military hospitals in the Pacific Theater of WWII. Smoky was a mascot, personal pet, and 
perhaps the world's first emotional support dog for wounded troops. Her gravesite and marker, built by a Vietnam 
veteran, is dedicated to the animals of all wars who made life easier while supporting their comrades in arms. 

February 2023 important dates that may affect Veterans and others in Aerie:  

02/01: National Freedom Day  

02/02: Aerie meeting 7 PM, Groundhog Day 

02/03: Four Chaplains Day 

02/07: JOM 6:30 PM, Auxiliary meeting 7:30 PM 

02/08: Boy Scouts of America founded in 1910 

02/12: Lincoln's Birthday 

02/14: Eagle Riders meeting 7 PM, Valentine's Day 

02/16: Aerie meeting 7 PM  

02/20: George Washington's Birthday observed, 
Presidents' Day 

02/21: Auxiliary meeting 7:30 PM, Shrove Tuesday 

02/22: Ash Wednesday, Washington's Birthday  

02/27: HRCVO meeting 7 PM at VFW Post 392   

Be sure to check the Aerie & Auxiliary calendars for more important days in February. 

A 'Well done' to all that helped make the Aerie/Auxiliary Anniversary a huge success. Also, a 'BIG CONGRATULATIONS' to 
our new 2023 Mr. & Mrs. Eagle: TAMI ITRI & BRENDA KEARNS.  

Questions concerning the above can be directed to Bob Freitag (497-3337), Aerie 3204 Veterans Day Chairperson. 



2nd Annual Aerie/Auxiliary Joint Anniversary Dinner 

 

       

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

Word Search Solution: 











 


